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Bethany House
Shelter for Battered Women and their Children

A long-term shelter
for battered women
and their children. . .

Sponsored by
the Sisters of St Francis, Sylvania. Ohio,
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Bethany House

Shelter for Battered Women and their Children

The pattern of abuse... |

* A minor triggering eveni—like a quarrel
over TV...food...

Unreasonable anger—once an attack starts,
nothing you can say or do helps.

No witnesses—ofien the only witnesses are
children.

.

Alcohol or drug abuse—abuser may drink
before the attack—or after—to forget it.

Apologies. .. promises... “It won't happen
again,” or denial that it ever happened at all.

Criteria for residents. . .

= Survivors of domestic violence
and their children

* Referred through social services

* Ready to work on positive relationships

History of
Bethany House. ..

Bethany House was founded afier a joint
study conducted in 1982 by the Junior League
of Toledo, Inc. and the Community Planning
Council of Northwestern Ohio, Inc. found a
great need for a long-term shelter for victims of
domestic violence. The two groups welcomed the
participation of the Sisters of St. Francis who
offered to sponsor the project under the umbrella
of Francis¢an Services Corp. Bethany House
opened its doors on January 1, 1984, with the
purpose of giving battered women and their
children a place lo find peace, security, and
protection from physical and emotional abuse.

Residents of
Bethany House:..

Since its beginning in 1984, Bethany House
has served an average of 16 families per year.
The normal length of stay is from 4 = §:months,
with stays sometimes extending to 12 months.
The average family unit consists of 2.7 persons
ranging in age from infants through 55 years.
Families come from all ethnic, religious, social,
economic, and educational backgrounds. No
one is immune from the possibility of domestic
violence. Bethany House strives to help all.

The women who come to Bethany House
have few resources— family, friends, education,
job skills, and money— to enable them to
become self-sufficient.

Bethany House provides direction in life-

planning while encouraging independence and
autonomy in its residents.

Thoughts from
former residents of
Bethany House. ..

“The most important thing for me was that I felt
safe for maybe the first time in my adult life.”

“Through Bethany’s door I found me.”

“They helped me change my problems
into goals.”

“Bethany gave me a new life...I went back for
support groups for two years.”

“A place to start all over again... children’s
counseling was a great help in dealing with

their anger.”

“If it weren't for Bethany, I'd be dead.”
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LT, Bethany House

A long-term shelter for battered women and their children
Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Francis, Sylvania, Ohio.

The pattern of abuse...

A minor triggering event - like a quarrel over TV...food...

Unreasonable anger - once an attack starts, nothing you can say or do helps.
No witnesses - often the only witnesses are children.

Alcohol or drug abuse - abuser may drink before the attack - or after - to forget it.

Apologies... promises... "It won't happen again," or denial that it ever happened at all

Criteria for residents...

® Survivors of domestic violence and their children
o Referred through social agencies
® Ready to work on positive relationships

History of Bethany House...

Bethany House was founded after a joint study conducted in 1982 by the Junior League of Toledo, Inc. and the Community Planning Council of
Northwestern Ohio, Inc. found a great need for a long-term shelter for victims of domestic violence. The two groups welcomed the participation of the
Sisters of St. Francis who offered to sponsor the project under the umbrella of Franciscan Services Corp. Bethany House opened its doors on January
1, 1984, with the purpose of giving battered women and their children a place to find peace, security, and protection from physical and emotional
abuse.

Residents of Bethany House...

Since it's beginning in 1984, Bethany House has served an average of 16 families per year. The normal length of stay is form 4 - 6 months, with
stays sometimes extending to 12 months. The average family unit consists of 2.7 persons ranging in age from infants through 55 years. Families
come from all ethnic, religious, social, economic, and educational backgrounds. No one is immune from the possibility of domestic violence. Bethany
House strives to help all.

The women who come to Bethany House have few resources - family, friends, education, job skills, and money - to enable them to become self-
sufficient.

Bethany House provides direction in life-planning while encouraging independence and autonomy in its residents.

Thoughts from former residents of Bethany House...

"The most important thing for me was that | felt safe for maybe the first time in my adult life."



"Through Bethany's door, | found me."

"They helped me change my problems into goals."

"Bethany gave me a new life... | went back for support groups for two years."

"A place to start all over again... children's counseling was a great help in dealing with their anger.”

"If it weren't for Bethany, I'd be dead.”
Funding sources....

Individuals
Private Foundations
Governmental Agencies

Organizations
Bethany House needs...

® Teen and Adult Volunteers
® Your Support!

Bethany House
P.O. Box 80596
Toledo, OH 43608
419-727-4948

Email the Director of Bethany House at bethany_exdirector@yahoo.com



